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The Laryngeal Nerve of the Giraffe: Does it Prove Evolution?
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http://www.weloennig.de/LaryngealNerve.pdf
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Gray's Anatomy 2005, p. 644.; see also Uludag et al. 2009
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All these 'short-cut mutations' were regularly counter-selected due to at least some

disadvantageous and unfavourable effects on the phenotype of the so affected individuals
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Anatomic variations of the non-recurrent inferior laryngeal nerve
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https://casereports.bmj.com/content/2009/bcr.10.2008.1107.full

The non-recurrent inferior laryngeal nerve (NIRLN) is a rare anomaly (0.5-0.6% on the right side,
extremely rare on the left side (0.004%)), which increases the risk of damage to the nerve during
surgery. The right NRILN is ASSOCIATED with a right subclavian artery arising directly from the

aortic arch. The left NRILN is associated with situs inversus.
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However, just to refer to one possible substantial function of the Nervus laryngeus recurrens
sinister during embryogenesis: "The vagus nerve in the stage 16 embryo is very large in relation to
the aortic arch system. The recurrent laryngeal nerve has a greater proportion of connective tissue
than other nerves, making it more resistant to stretch. It has been suggested that tension applied
by the left recurrent laryngeal nerve as it wraps around the ductus arteriosus could provide a
means of support that would permit the ductus to develop as a muscular artery, rather than an

elastic artery"
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Gray's Anatomy, 39th edition 2005, p. 30
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https://www.sciencedirect.com/.../pii/S1631068312001960
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5011360/

