101775 - Renting a shop for one who sells permissible goods, and other
goods that may be used for halaal or haraam purposes
the question
I am studying in a country of non-Muslims. My mother rents a shop to a group of kuﬀar here who
sell perfumes and cosmetics. I am sure that most women who use such things here are using it for
adornment, and to mix with men. I have read on your website that if something will be used in a
haram manner then it is not permissible to be sold. I do not know exactly the quantity of alcohol
used in these perfumes they sell. If I tell my mother to stop this, I am sure she will be angry and
will say I am very strict. Especially that she does not pray and does not really follow Islam as she
should, she will not appreciate the importance of this matter. I fear she gets upset and then I will
fail in calling her to practise Islam, and this will make a problem in the family. Another problem is
that I live in this country on the money of renting this shop. What is the solution for this diﬃcult
problem? It is very diﬃcult for me to change this evil. I feel helpless. Please guide me.
Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.
Firstly:
With regard to things that may be used for halaal or haraam purposes, it is not permissible to sell
them to people when it is known or it is thought most likely that they will use them for haraam
purposes. If we do not know whether they will use them for halaal or haraam purposes, then there
is nothing wrong with selling them to them, because the basic principle is that selling is
permissible and is not forbidden. This has been discussed in the answer to question no. 75007.
Secondly:

1/3

Renting a shop to someone who sells permissible goods in it, such as men’s perfumes for example,
and other goods that may be used for halaal or haraam purposes, such as cosmetics, depends on
what is usually the case. If most of the products are of the second type, and most of the people in
that country use them for haraam purposes, then it is not allowed to rent the shop to a person to
whom this applies, so that you will not be helping in something haraam, because Allaah says
(interpretation of the meaning):
“Help you one another in Al‑Birr and At‑Taqwa (virtue, righteousness and piety); but do not help
one another in sin and transgression. And fear Allaah. Verily, Allaah is Severe in punishment”
[al-Maa’idah 5:2]
But if what usually happens is sale of permissible goods in the permissible manner, then it is
permissible to rent the shop, based on the usual situation, and so as to ward oﬀ hardship and
diﬃculty, because most sellers cannot avoid selling things that may be used for halaal or haraam
purposes.
Thirdly:
There is nothing wrong with selling perfumes containing alcohol, because one cannot be certain
that they contain intoxicating alcohol, or that it remains intoxicating.
See the answer to question no. 1365.
Fourthly:
You should treat your mother kindly and strive to call her to pray, and teach here what she does
not know of the rulings of Islam.
If you think that speaking to her about this shop will put her oﬀ, then do not speak to her about it;
let your speaking to her be about things that are more important, such as praying regularly, in a
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kind and gentle manner, and with beautiful exhortation.
There is nothing wrong with you beneﬁtting from your parents’ wealth, even if renting the shop is
not permissible according to the details mentioned above – because that which is haraam because
of the manner in which it is acquired is haraam only for the one who acquires it, but in your case
the wealth is coming to you in a permissible manner, which is as a gift from your mother.
But strive to advise her and guide her to what is good, because she is the most deserving of
people of your advice and calling (da’wah).
May Allaah help us and you to do that which He loves and which pleases Him.
And Allaah knows best.
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