
130711 - Is Masturbation a Major Sin?

the question

In Islam, there are two types of sin, that is big sin and small sin...My question is, what type of sin

is categorized with masturbation and watching pornographic and what is the punishment for

the sin in hell?

Summary of answer

If masturbation happens just once in order to reduce the pressure of desire, Allah may pardon

that because it is a minor sin. However, persisting in masturbation is a major sin.

Detailed answer

Every Muslim is obliged to keep away from these images and movies which provoke desire and

push one to do sinful actions such as masturbation or adultery, so that this avoidance will be a

means of protecting oneself against prohibited things.

There is no doubt that watching them and persisting in doing so is a major sin, because there is

no minor sin if one persists in doing it.

The one who persists in doing it is regarded as having fallen into major sin because of his

persistence, unlike the one who sees it just once, such as an accidental glance and the like; in

that case it is regarded as a minor sin.

The same applies to masturbation; if it happens just once in order to reduce the pressure of

desire, Allah may pardon that because it is a minor sin, but persisting in it is a major sin.

For more details, please see the following answers:

The prohibition on masturbation is not from a medical point of view only 

Will persisting in sin lead to kufr of indifference?
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https://islamqa.info/en/130711
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/329/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/138270
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/9231/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/13436/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/184515/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/245978/
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/142392


How to Stop Yourself from Sinning

Sin and its Effects on the One Who Commits it
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https://islamqa.info/en/answers/134211
https://islamqa.info/en/answers/23425/

