
219260 - Can I Make Du`a to Marry a Specific Person?

the question

Please what are the differences between the evils of my soul and the evils that are from

Iblis.Please there is a particular lady that I am praying that Allah should make her to be my

wife.So sometimes,if I am praying mentioning her name my heart will be hot,sometimes my

heart will tell me I should not pray to Allah to make her to be my wife,and if I make my prayer

about my wife general not making it particular,meaning not mentioning her name,my heart will

tell me pray to Allah to make her to be your wife,sometimes,If I sit down thinking about

Allah,her issue will come to my mind that she is my wife.Please advise me on what to do

regarding praying to Allah whether I should make my prayer general about wife or specifying

her name in my prayer to Allah.

Summary of answer

It is permissible to make Du`a to marry a specific person in Islam. However, it is better to make a

general Du`a asking Allah for a righteous spouse, as this reflects greater trust in His wisdom.

Detailed answer
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There is nothing wrong with a man asking Allah to make it easy for him to marry a particular

woman, and there is nothing wrong with a woman asking Allah to make it easy for her to marry

a particular man.

Why General Supplication Is Preferable in Islam

If a Muslim man or woman offers supplication in general terms without specifying anything,

and delegates the matter of choosing the best to his Lord, such as a man saying “O Allah, make it

easy for me to marry a righteous wife”, or a woman saying “O Allah, make it easy for me to

marry a righteous husband”– if he or she does that, that is preferable, because it is complete

reliance upon Allah and delegating one’s affairs to Him.

The Prophet’s Preference for Comprehensive Du`as

Moreover, there is a report which indicates that it is preferable to offer supplication in general,

comprehensive and concise terms. Abu Dawud (1482) narrated that `Aishah (may Allah be

pleased with her) said: The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) liked

comprehensive and concise supplication and he refrained from anything other than that.

(Classed as authentic by Shaykh Al-Albani (may Allah have mercy on him) in Sahih Sunan Abu

Dawud.)

Shaykh Ibn `Uthaymin (may Allah have mercy on him) said in Sharh Riyad As-Salihin (6/16):

That is, if a person offers supplication, he should choose the most comprehensive and concise of

supplications and refrain from details, because offering supplication in general terms is more

comprehensive than limiting it to specific requests. (End quote)

The Risks of Persisting in Specific Du`as

Moreover, being specific and persisting in offering Du`a for that makes one more attached to the

matter, and he does not know whether he will attain it or not. Perhaps if he does not attain it,

after all that, he may become more upset and feel the loss more keenly. So it is more appropriate

to delegate his affairs to his Lord, and be content with what He chooses for him.
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How to Make a Conditional Du`a for Marriage

But if a person must be specific, then he should ask for that specific thing provided it is good for

him. So he could say, for example: If there is something good for me in marrying So and so, then

make it easy for me to marry her, and so on.

Ibn Al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy on him) said in Sayd Al-Khatir (p. 352): Beware of asking for

something without connecting the asking to what is good, for perhaps attaining what one is

seeking of worldly matters may be a cause that leads to one’s doom. (End quote)

However, that is the matter of what is preferable. But if the individual is certain of what he

wants and asks for it without any conditions or exceptions, then there is nothing wrong with

that, in sha Allah, and Allah decrees whatever He wills.

Difference between Self-Whispers and Satanic Whispers

With regard to differentiating between the whispers of one’s own self (Nafs) and the whispers

(Waswas) of the Shaytan, please see the answer to question no. 39684.

We ask Allah to make it easy for you to find a righteous wife who will be a delight to you, for He

is Most Generous, Most Kind.

You may find further explanation in the following answers: (105282, 99737, 88130, 14549,

101385, 6585, 21234)

And Allah knows best.
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