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232790 - How to Pray Tarawih and Tahajjud and Finish with the Imam?

the question

In one of the Fatwas on your website, you said that whoever prays Tarawih with the Imam until
he finishes, it will be recorded for him as if he spent the entire night in prayer. Here in our
mosque, in the last ten nights of Ramadan, they pray Tarawih with twenty Rak'ahs, along with
three Rak'ahs of Witr, after ‘Isha’. Then they pray Tahajjud a few hours before Sahur, sometimes
with eight Rak'ahs, along with three Rak'ahs of Witr. How should we pray in this situation, so

that we can guarantee that we will attain the reward of spending the entire night in prayer?
Summary of answer

How to Pray Tarawih and Tahajjud for Maximum Reward:

1. Join the Imam for Tarawih prayer.
2. Complete Witr with the Imam to earn the full reward.
3. If you plan to pray Tahajjud later, you have two options:
o -Add a Rak'ah after Witr to make it even, then pray Witr later.
o -Keep the first Witr and pray additional Rak'ahs at night without repeating Witr.
4. Follow the Sunnah of the Prophet and do not pray Witr twice.

Detailed answer
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It was narrated from Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Messenger (blessings
and peace of Allah be upon him) said concerning Tarawih prayer: Whoever prays Qiyam with
the Imam until he finishes, it will be recorded for him as if he spent an entire night in prayer.”
(Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (806); he said: This is an authentic Hadith. Also narrated by Abu
Dawud (1375). Classed as authentic by Al-Albani in Irwa’ Al-Ghalil (2/193)

This virtue is for 1the one who prays Tarawih with the Imam and finishes with him .
What Defines Finishing Tarawih with the Imam?

The end of Tarawih prayer and its completion at which the Imam finishes has been defined by
Islamic teaching as being Witr prayer, as narrated in authentic reports from the instructions and

actions of the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him).

It was narrated from "Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet
(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “Make the last of your prayers at night Witr.”
(Narrated by Al-Bukhari, 998 and Muslim, 751)

Whether the prayer is directly after ‘Isha’ or at the end of the night, in order to attain the virtue

of praying during the last third of the night, all of that is prescribed.
For Maximum Reward, When Should One Pray Witr?

It was narrated that Jabir (may Allah be pleased with him) said: The Messenger of Allah
(blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) said: “Whoever fears that he will not get up at the
end of the night, let him pray Witr at the beginning. Whoever is sure that he will get up at the
end of the night, let him pray Witr at the end, for prayer at the end of the night is witnessed, and
that is better.” (Narrated by Muslim, 755)

Can You Pray Tahajjud after Completing Tarawih?

Based on that, whoever prays twenty Rak'ahs with the first congregation after 'Isha’ prayer, and

prays Witr with the Imam of that congregation, has completed Tarawih prayer by praying Witr
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with the Imam, and has fulfilled the condition of attaining the reward of spending the entire
night in prayer by finishing with the Imam, and he does not have to pray with another Imam at

the end of the night, because the first prayer is complete.

Whoever wants to pray both prayers, seeking more reward, is doing something good, but he
should not pray Witr twice, because the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him)
forbade doing that.

It was narrated from Qays ibn Talq ibn "Alj, from his father, who said: I heard the Messenger of
Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) say: “There should not be two Witrs in one
night.” (Narrated by At-Tirmidhi (470); classed as sound by Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajar in Fat-h Al-Bari
(2/481). Classed as authentic by Al-Albani in Sahih Sunan At-Tirmidhi (470)).

What If You Already Prayed Witr and Want to Pray Again?

In that case, he has two options, each of which was the view of a group of scholars:

e The first option: when he prays with the first Imam and prays Witr with him, he may add a
Rak'ah so that it will become even-numbered, then at the end of the night if he wants, he
may join the other Imam in his prayer and join him in Witr too.

e The second option: he may pray the first Witr as such, then when the second Imam prays
Witr at the end of the night, he may either leave and not pray with him, or he may pray
with him and add another Rak'ah, intending it to be Qiyam Al-layl.

At-Tirmidhi (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

The scholars differed concerning the one who prays Witr at the beginning of the night then
prays Qiyam at the end of the night...

Some of the scholars among the companions of the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be
upon him) and others said: If he prays Witr at the beginning of the night, then sleeps, then gets
up at the end of the night, he may offer whatever prayers he likes, but he should leave his Witr
as it was. This is the view of Sufyan Ath-Thawri, Malik ibn Anas, Ibn Al-Mubarak, Ash-Shafa‘i,
the scholars of Kufah, and Ahmad.
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This is more correct, because it was narrated via more than one chain of narration that the
Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) prayed after Witr. (End quote from Sunan
At-Tirmidhi, 2/334)

Examine these answers for additional context: (155649, 20851, 65702, 216236)

And Allah knows best.
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