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304229 - He owes money and wants to pay it off with haraam wealth

the question

I am a mother of four sons, spending on their maintenance. Three years ago, I lent someone a
large amount of money, giving him some money every now and then, on the basis that he would
return the money one year later. Three years have gone by, and I have asked him to pay me back
any sum of money, even in monthly instalments. Now he is saying to me that he does not have
anything left over of his salary from the company, because of his responsibilities and
commitments, but if I want haraam wealth, then he can pay me back the money that I lent him
within one month, but it will be from haraam wealth; I will be accountable for this haraam
wealth before Allah, may He be exalted, and he will have discharged his obligation before Allah,
may He be exalted, and will be free of the sin of this haraam wealth. Should I take back my
money from him and accept this haraam wealth, because I have been waiting for three years

and he has not paid me back my money, even by monthly instalments?
Detailed answer

Haraam wealth is of two types:

1. That which is haraam in and of itself, which is wealth that is taken without consent, such
as wealth that is stolen, seized by force or plundered. This is haraam to the one who takes
it, and to the one to whom it is passed on, if the latter is aware of the situation, because the
prohibition concerning it has to do with the wealth itself, because it is the property of the
one who was wronged and must be returned to him. As for making use of it and benefiting

from it, that is sharing in the wrongdoing and sin.

So if the wealth is haraam in and of itself, it is not permissible for him to pay off the debt with it,

and it is not permissible for you to accept it.

1. That which is haraam because of the manner in which it was acquired. This is wealth that

is taken with consent in return for a haraam action, or by means of a haraam business
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deal, such as the fee of a singer or musician, or money resulting from riba-based

transactions, such as bribes and interest, money paid for alcohol or drugs, and the like.

This wealth is haraam only for the one who acquires it, according to some scholars, and it is not

haraam for the one to whom it is passed on by permissible means, such as a gift or maintenance.
See the answer to question no. 289442.

If the one who acquired this wealth has repented, and is in need, it is permissible for him to take

from it as much as he needs, and it is permissible for him to pay off his debt with it.

Based on that, if the debtor does not own anything except this haraam wealth, there is nothing

wrong with him paying off his debt with it, and there is no blame on you for accepting that.

What appears to be the case from the question is that he does not currently possess this haraam
wealth; rather he wants to commit sin in order to pay off his debts. If that is the case, according
to what we understand, then it is not permissible for him to do that, and it is not permissible for
you to call on him to do that. Rather you must give him more time, if he is indeed in financial
difficulty, because Allah, may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the meaning): “And if
someone is in hardship, then [let there be] postponement until [a time of] ease” [al-Bagarah

2:280].

Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy on him) said: One of the things we
learn from this verse is that it is obligatory to give one who is in difficulty more time, until he
becomes well-off, because Allah, may He be exalted, says: “then [let there be] postponement
until [a time of] ease.” So it is not permissible to demand that he pay off the debt or to ask him

for what is owed.
End quote from Tafseer Soorat al-Baqarah (3/391).

And Allah knows best.
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