
43504 - They prayed facing a direction other than the qiblah for a long time

the question

A group of women rented a flat and they asked about the qiblah, then they prayed facing the

direction that they were told about. Then they found out that it was wrong. What is the ruling?.

Detailed answer

Firstly: 

If it was slightly off, then it does not matter. 

Secondly: 

If a person tries his best to find out the qiblah, whether by asking local people who appear to

him to be sincere, or otherwise, then he has done what is required of him. If he finds out later on

that it was wrong, his prayer is still valid and he does not have to repeat it.

 It says in al-Mughni by Ibn Qudaamah (may Allaah have mercy on him): 

Whoever prays facing a certain direction after striving to work it out, then he finds out that he

got the qiblah wrong, does not have to repeat it. In other words, if a person does his best to work

out the direction and prays, then he finds out for certain that he prayed in a direction other than

the direction of the Ka’bah, he does not have to repeat it, and the same applies to the one who

follows him. This is the view of Maalik, Abu Haneefah and al-Shaafa’i, according to one of his

two opinions.
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