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8509 - Dissecting mice and pigs, and touching the bones of a dead person who

has been dissected

the question

Is it permissable for Muslims to dissect animals such as mice, and frogs for academic purposes?

If it is allowed then what is the ruling concerning pigs and also touching human bones?
Detailed answer

There is nothing wrong with dissecting animals and insects etc. for academic purposes because
there are clear benefits in doing so. The same applies to dissecting humans for the purpose of
learning, on the condition that the body that is dissected is not that of a Muslim, because the
sanctity of a Muslim after he dies is the same as when he is alive. It is OK to dissect a pig for
academic purposes, but it is naajis (unclean, impure), so you have to touch it indirectly [e.g.,
wear gloves — translator]. If you need to touch it directly, that’s fine, then you must wash your
hands afterwards. It is OK to touch human bones if they are accessible, because a human does

not become naajis when he dies.
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