Islam Question
& Answer

Founded And Supervised By:
Shaykh Muhammad Saalih Al-Munajjid

95749 - Using the mobile phone to get onto the internet using other people’s

wireless connection

the question

I have a pocket device or a handheld device which includes a chip that is called wi-fi, i.e. a
wireless connection that enables me to get on the internet without paying any fee. Sometimes I
do research in the street or in any place, and I find these connections, so my device hooks up
with them and I am able to use these networks, but I do not know their source or where they are
coming from. I do not need any password to access them. This connection does not affect the
network because it is only looking at different web pages without downloading anything from
the internet. What is the ruling on this action? Is it permissible or not? Can it be likened to

receiving TV signals?.
Detailed answer

If accessing the internet in this manner will not affect the network by slowing it down, and does
not involve any kind of trickery to access it, because there is no password, then it seems that

there is nothing wrong with your doing it.

And Allaah knows best.
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