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130415 - Is it permissible for him to delay prayer until after the time for it

ends because of having kidney dialysis?

the question

I am a man with kidney failure, and I undergo dialysis three times a week. Is it permissible to pray

whilst hooked up to the dialysis machine without wudoo’? if that is not permissible, the time for

Zuhr and ‘Asr come whilst we are hooked up to the dialysis machine, and sometimes we are

exhausted by the dialysis, so we sit and rest for a while until the time for Maghrib comes, then we

offer all the prayers. Is that valid?

Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

What is required of the one who is sick is to offer the prayer on time, before undergoing dialysis or

afterwards, if he is able to do that. It is not permissible to delay the prayer until after the time for it

ends or to offer the prayer before the time for it begins. So if the dialysis will take up the rest of

the time for the prayer, meaning that if a person delays it until after the dialysis is finished, the

time for the prayer will have ended, then he should offer the prayer at the beginning of its time if

possible, putting it together with the prayer that can be put together with it, if it will not be

possible to offer the second prayer at its own time, or if it will be difficult to do it after undergoing

dialysis. So he may put Zuhr together with ‘Asr at the time of the earlier prayer, i.e., at the time of

Zuhr, and he may put Maghrib together with ‘Isha’ at the time of the earlier prayer.

But if the dialysis will begin before the time for the prayer will begin, or at the beginning of that

time, and it is not possible to offer the prayer at that time, then he may delay it until after the

dialysis is finished, and put it together with the following prayer, if they are prayers that can be

put together. So he can pray Zuhr with ‘Asr at the time of the later prayer, and he can pray

Maghrib and ‘Isha’ together at the time of the later prayer, because he comes under the ruling on
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one who is sick, so if it is necessary to start the dialysis before he is able to offer prayer on time,

and the dialysis will not end until after the time for the prayer has ended, and it is not a prayer

that can be put together with the following prayer – such as one who starts dialysis just after the

time for ‘Asr begins or before the time for Fajr begins – then it is permissible for him to delay the

prayer, and he must make it up after the dialysis is finished, even if that is after the time for it has

ended, because it is a case of necessity. Allah, may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the

meaning):

{So fear Allah as much as you are able} [at-Taghaabun 64:16]

{Allah does not burden any soul with more than it can bear} [al-Baqarah 2:286].

When the Prophet (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him) was distracted from praying Asr by

fighting the mushrikeen on the day of al-Ahzaab, he delayed the prayer until after sunset, then he

prayed Maghrib after making up ‘Asr.

And Allah is the source of strength. May Allah send blessings and peace upon our Prophet

Muhammad and upon his family and Companions. End quote.
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