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175940 - It is permissible to wipe over the khuffayn with a cloth or for

someone else to wipe them

the question

My question is regarding the use of medical compression stockings and is similar to fatwa number

114192 but with additional information.

Can you please advise on the ruling for a person who wears medical compression stockings almost

permanently (24 hours a day) and has an additional disability [severe arthritis] preventing them

from reaching their feet, and also is unable to put the stockings back on without the aid of another

person....

 Under the ruling of a plaster cast: Is it permissible for another person to help a disabled person do

wudu, because in fatwa number 114192 it says with regards to plaster casts it is not permissible to

limit washing to the upper surface only as with the case of socks, therefore a physically disabled

person would need someone else to assist by wiping the underside of their feet etc on their

behalf?

 Is it permissible to assume the ruling of a plaster cast if there are relatives or other people

present to help remove / apply stockings or is it an obligation upon them every 24 hours so that

the disabled person can take the ruling of socks instead? (on some occasions it is difficult or

strenuous for some people to assist by applying the stockings properly due to the strong elastic

material the stockings are made from).

 Do we have to choose between one or the other (sock ruling of plaster cast ruling) or can we

change from a day-to-day basis depending on what is easiest or do we have to be consistent with

whatever ruling we decide to take?

 If a physically disabled person has nobody present to help them on some occasions will their

wudu be valid if they are unable to reach water to all parts of their feet (and legs in the case of the

plaster ruling) due to no choice?

 Is it permissible for a physically disabled person to use something other than the hands (for

example a long handled sponge) in order to reach parts of the feet and legs when making wudu?.
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Detailed answer

Praise be to Allah.

It is permissible to wipe over the khuffayn (leather slippers) or socks for a reason or otherwise. The

one who is not travelling may wipe over his socks for one day and one night, and the traveller may

do so for three days and nights. 

If a person needs to wear socks and has someone who can put them on for him, even if that is in

return for payment, then he must wipe over them and it is not permissible for him to move to the

option of tayammum or to regard the socks as being like a plaster cast; rather they are socks that

he puts on after purifying himself completely. 

It is permissible for someone else to wipe over the socks for him, as it is also permissible for

someone else to help him to do wudoo’. 

Ibn ‘Aabideen (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his commentary on al-Bahr ar-Raa’iq (1/182):

If he tells someone to wipe over his khuffayn and he does so, that is valid as it says in al-

Khulaasah. 

It is not stipulated that the wiping be done directly with the hand; if he wiped with a piece of cloth

or a sponge dampened with water and attached to a stick (a long-handled sponge, as you

mention), that is permissible. 

An-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on him) said in al-Majmoo‘ (1/549): Our companions said: It is

acceptable to wipe (over the khuffayn) with the hand, a finger, a stick, a cloth or something else. 

This is also the view of the Hanbalis. See al-Insaaf, 1/160, 185. 

And if he walks on a wet piece of cloth or through wet grass, that is acceptable. 

It says in al-Bahr ar-Raa’iq (1/182): If the place that is to be wiped got wet by water or rain the

width of three fingers, that is permissible. The same applies if he walks through grass that has
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been made wet by rain. End quote. 

See also Asna al-Mataalib, 1/97 

As you can see, the matter is quite simple, praise be to Allah. 

If the disabled person does not have anyone who can wipe his socks for him or he is not able to

wipe them himself with a cloth and the like, he should wash the parts of his body that are to be

washed in wudoo’, and do tayammum for whatever he is unable to wash. See the answer to

question no. 71202 

Secondly: 

If it is too difficult to take the socks off and put them back on again, then the ruling on a plaster

cast applies and there is no time limit. So he may use them so long as they are on him, and wipe

over the entire thing, top and bottom (of the feet)and to the ankles. It is not stipulated that he put

them on when in a state of purity. He may wipe them himself, using his hand or something else, or

someone else can wipe them for him. If he cannot find someone to wipe them for him, even in

return for payment, then he may wash the parts of the body that are to be washed in wudoo’ and

do tayammum for his feet, as stated above. 

We ask Allah to grant well-being to all the sick Muslims. 

And Allah knows best.
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