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the question

My husband is much older than me. I am afraid he may pass away much earlier than me.
Besides the fact that it would be a tragedy by itself, as I understand it would mean for me being
on the street with hardly any money. We don’t have any children yet. Is that true that if he dies,
then the house that we live in has to be sold and divided between his numerous relatives
(siblings, nephews, etc)? The house is very small and would fit only 3-4 people at most. Is the
accommodation that a husband has to provide to his wife only available for her while he is
alive? Were the wives of The Prophet Muhammad forced out of their houses after his death? I
cannot live with or inherit from my family, because they are not Muslim.

My bridal money won't las me long - a year at most if I would have to rent a place. One eighth of
my husband's property won't be enough to buy a place to live.

And you in one of your answers discourage men from marrying a widow. I am starting to think
that I should quit the idea of having children, whom I want very much, and go to work.

That would mean I would spend the next 10-15 years of my life trying to earn for my own place
to live, and then me and my husband will be beyond the age that allows us to have children. My
husband takes good care of me, but losing him would mean a disaster for me. My ancestors lived
a long life, except those who were smokers. So if The Most Generous Allah will let me live as long
as them but takes my husband away, the best I can hope for is to become a burden for the

ummah (greater Muslim community) as I get old, right?
Detailed answer

You should understand that lifespans are already decreed and provision is already allocated; no
one will ever die until he has received his provision in full and his time is up. Allah, may He be
exalted, is more compassionate to His slave than his own mother; in fact He is more
compassionate to him than he is to himself. If Allah were to let the individual decide for himself,

and he decreed whatever crossed his mind and what he thinks is best according to his own
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calculations, thoughts and illusions, none of us would ever be happy in his life and would not

manage his own affairs in the manner he hoped for and strove to achieve.

Have you not heard the words of Allah, may He be exalted (interpretation of the meaning): “And

in the heaven is your provision, and that which you are promised” [adh-Dhaariyaat 51:22]?

Do you not know that your provision comes only from the Lord of the Worlds, not from your

husband? Allah, may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the meaning):

“And no (moving) living creature is there on earth but its provision is due from Allah. And He
knows its dwelling place and its deposit (in the uterus, grave, etc.). All is in a Clear Book (Al-Lauh

Al-Mahfooz - the Book of Decrees with Allah)”
[Hood 11:6]

“And so many a moving (living) creature there is, that carries not its own provision! Allah

provides for it and for you. And He is the All-Hearer, the AllKnower”
[al-‘Ankaboot 29:60].

Have you not heard the hadeeth (Prophetic narration) of ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘ood (may Allah be
pleased with him), who said: The Messenger of Allah (blessings and peace of Allah be upon him),
who is the most truthful one, told us: “The creation of any one of you is put together in his
mother’s womb for forty days, then he becomes an ‘alagah (a piece of thick coagulated blood)
for a similar period, then he becomes like a chewed piece of flesh (mudghah) for a similar
period. Then the angel is sent and he breathes the soul into him and is enjoined to write down
four things: his provision, his lifespan, his deeds and whether he is doomed (to Hell) or blessed

(destined for Paradise)...”
Narrated by al-Bukhaari, 7454 and Muslim, 2643.

You do not need anything but one thing: you need to think positively of Allah, may He be
glorified and exalted, and to put your trust in Him, refer your need to Him, have faith in what is

with Him and be content with what He chooses for you.
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Allah, may He be exalted, says (interpretation of the meaning):

“And whosoever fears Allaah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for him to get out

(from every difficulty).

And He will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And whosoever puts his trust
in Allaah, then He will suffice him. Verily, Allaah will accomplish his purpose. Indeed Allaah has

set a measure for all things”
[al-Talaaq 65:2-3].
With regard to your share of your husband’s house, the matter is not as you think.

Yes, if the husband dies and does not have any children, you will have one quarter, but do you
know that if he has a son, you will have one eighth and the son will get the rest of the estate?
Because the son prevents the brothers and sisters of the deceased, his paternal uncles and all

other relatives on the father’s side, apart from the grandfather, from inheriting?

If the child is female, you will get one eighth and the daughter will get half. This means that the
child, whatever he or she is, will get a large portion of the house and if it is added to your share,

it will become even greater. So why are you worried?

And Allah knows best.
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